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Society: History News

HISTORY NEWS
Call for Papers

The Florida Historical Quarterly is planning a special issue for
1998 to commemorate the fortieth anniversary of the founding of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). Papers on any aspect of the space industry, particularly its effect on
Florida, are welcome. Manuscripts should follow guidelines as
printed in the Quarterly and should be submitted for consideration
by October 1, 1997.
A conference organized by historian Catherine Clinton entitled “Families at War: Conflicts and Loyalties in the Civil War
South,” will be held at the University of Richmond on April 25-26,
1998. The conference will showcase research in the social history of
the Civil War South, particularly the war’s impact on family life and
relationships. Please send a two-page abstract and curriculum vita
by October 15, 1997, to Professor Catherine Clinton, Department
of History, University of Richmond, Richmond, Va., 23173. For
conference inquiries, contact Professor Clinton by phone: (202)
862-8917; FAX: (202) 862-8569; or E-mail: redhead2@mail.idt.edu.
The Children's Chronicle: A Civil War Newsletter, an eight-page
quarterly covering political, social and military history, solicits articles on the Civil War. Articles should be between one paragraph
and a page-and-a-half in length. Topics considered include biographies, battle narratives, games, edited primary documents, and accounts of children’s activities. For information contact James
Marten, P.O. Box 1881, Marquette University Milwaukee, Wis.,
Phone: (414) 288-7591; E-mail: martenj@
53201-1881.
vms.csd.mu.edu.

The Southeast World History Association, a regional affiliate of
the World History Association, announces that its 10th Annual
Meeting will be hosted by The College of Charleston (Charleston,
SC) on November 14 and 15, 1997. The conference will be held in
the newly restored Francis Marion Hotel located in Charleston’s
Historic District. Proposals for individual papers, complete panels,
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or roundtable sessions may be sent to: Dr. Alan LeBaron, Department of History, Kennesaw State University, 100 Chastain Road,
Kennesaw, Ga., 30144.
The annual meeting of the Oral History Association will be
held at Buffalo, NY. The theme of the conference is “Crossing the
Boundary, Crossing the Line: Oral History on the Border.” Deadline
for paper proposals is December 15, 1997. For details, contact Debra
Bernhardt, Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, 70 Washington
Square South, New York, NY 10012. Phone: (212) 998-2640; FAX:
(212) 995-4070; E-mail: bernhrdt@elmerl.bobst.nyu.edu.
Proteus: A Journal of Ideas seeks articles for a special issue entitled “American Civil Rights Movement in Global Perspective.” The
editors desire articles that examine the American civil rights movement, its origins, and its legacies from a wide range of perspectives.
Articles might address the following questions: How has the civil
rights movement affected the South, the United States, and/or the
world? What are the connections between the American civil rights
movement and other movements for social justice in the United
States and abroad? What problems must still be addressed to realize the visions of civil rights leaders on a regional, national, or even
a global level? Manuscripts must be postmarked by October 1, 1997. Publication date is March 1998. Send five manuscript copies to: Proteus
Managing Editor, Old Main 302, Shippensburg University, 1871
Old Main Drive, Shippensburg, Pa., 17257-2299. Phone: (717) 5321206.

Awards

The Georgia Historical Society announced dual winners of its
Malcolm and Muriel Bell Award, presented in odd-numbered years
to the best book on Georgia history published over the previous
two years. The $1000 award was shared by Mart Stewart for “What
Nature Suffers to Groe”: Life, Labor and Landscape on the Georgia Coast,
1680-1920 (University of Georgia Press, 1996), and Melissa Fay
Greene for The Temple Bombing (Addison Wesley, 1995). Steward is

associate professor of history at the University of Western Washington; Greene is an independent writer in Atlanta. The awards were
presented at the Society’s annual meeting in Savannah in April.
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Conferences

The University of Georgia will host a two-day symposium on
“Slavery in the Francophone World: Literary, Cultural, and
Historical” on October 15 and 16, 1997. Presentations by fifteen
French, American, and Caribbean scholars will explore the
linkages between slavery and race in the American South and the
French Caribbean, most notably in the form of post-revolutionary
Haitian refugees, along with other issues ranging from the role of
women of color, free and slave, in the urban South; comparative
perspectives of Caribbean and American identities; and the
postcolonial legacy of slavery in French literature. A highlight of
the conference will be the first English-language production of
Guadeloupean writer Maryse Conde’s play, In the Time of the
Revolution: Chasing the Greased Pig of Freedom? The symposium will be
held at UGA’s Center for Continuing Education, in conjunction
with the 23rd annual Nineteenth Century French Studies
Colloquium, which follows on October 17-20. For more
information, contact Professor Doris Kadish, Department of
Romance Languages, University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602;
phone: (706) 542-3121; email: dkadish@uga.cc.uga.edu.
New Acquisitions

The Matheson Historical Center in Gainesville proudly announces the following new acquisitions: Mari Baker Diary (c.
1860s), on North Florida plantation life; Day book of a circuitriding preacher in North Florida (c. 1860s); Journal of Dr. W. H.
Simmons (1823) ; Simmons was commissioned to locate the seat of
government of the territory of Florida. For more information, contact Patricia Bartlett, Director, Matheson Historical Center (352)
378-2280.
Exhibits, Workshops, and Associations

The Tampa Bay History Center is in search of patrons to loan
objects, photographs, newspaper clippings, and other artifacts related to the city’s cigar industry, which could possibly be included
in an exhibit to be presented at the center from January through
April 1998. The Center is accepting the loan of cigars, tobacco
leaves, cigar boxes, Tampa cigar labels, Tampa cigar bands, cigar
rolling table, chairs, tobacco cutter, cigar cutter, cutting board, ci-

Published by STARS, 1997

3

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 76 [1997], No. 1, Art. 10

HISTORY NEWS

125

gar holder, spittoon, press, molds, cigar maker’s clothing, lector’s
clothing, postcards, newspaper articles and family memorabilia, in
addition to photographs of historic and contemporary cigar factories, cigar workers, Ybor City, West Tampa, and shotgun houses. For
more information, call (813) 228-0097.
Historic Buildings Workshop: Preservation, Care and Maintenance of Historical Structures, will be held at the 1891 Tampa Bay
Hotel, August 10-12, 1997. The workshop will feature laboratory
sessions, nationally renowned speakers, practical solutions to neglect or past mistakes, cost-effective maintenance, and conservation of architectural elements. For more information and
registration brochure, call Barbara Pennington at (813) 253-6225.
This workshop is funded by the State of Florida, Bureau of Historic
Preservation, and is sponsored by the University of Tampa, in partnership with the Henry B. Plant Museum; the Florida Trust for Historic Preservation; Florida Association of Museums; Chiselers, Inc.;
City of Tampa; Historic Tampa/Hillsborough County Preservation;
and Tampa Preservation, Inc.
The Southern Historical Association welcomes new members.
Founded in November 1934, the SHA encourages the study of history in the South, with emphasis on the history of the South. The
Association publishes The Journal of Southern History, a quarterly that
appears in February, May, August, and November. For more information on the Southern Historical Association, please write: The
Southern Historical Association, c/o Secretary-Treasurer William
F. Holmes, History Department, University of Georgia, Athens, GA
30602-1602
Obituaries

Florida’s historical community was deeply saddened by the loss
of history professor, author, and activist James J. Horgan, who died
on May 3, 1997, at the age of 56. A native of New England, Dr. Horgan received his bachelor’s degree from the Athenaeum of Ohio in
Cincinnati, and his master’s and doctorate from St. Louis University before coming to Florida in 1965 to assume a position at Saint
Leo College. Dr. Horgan was the author, co-author, or editor of several books including Pioneer College (a history of Saint Leo College) , The Historical Places of Pasco County, Social Justice: The Teachings of
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Catholics, Protestants, Jews, and Muslims, Florida Pathfinders, and Florida Decades. A popular and decorated teacher, Dr. Horgan also was

deeply involved in the fight for social justice. He was a founding
member of the Pasco County NAACP, and in 1972-73, he was national director of research of Cesar Chavez’s United Farm Workers
Union. Dr. Horgan was president of the Pasco County Historical
Society from 1989 to 1991, and in 1994, he was elected to the board
of directors of the Florida Historical Society. He will be missed by
friends, colleagues, students, and fellow activists.

Publishers, librarians, the historical community, and the Florida Historical Society suffered a deep loss with the passing of Thomas Mickler on March 26, 1997, at the age of 84. Born in Live Oak,
he moved to Orlando in 1922. During World War II, he served in
Italy with the Air Corps. Later while operating the Southland
Hobby Shop, he encouraged his wife to expand the business by establishing a book section. They found a growing market for books
about Florida in schools and universities, and among the general
public. From this, he and Georgine, his wife of thirty-five years, developed a thriving publishing and mail-order business which they
operated out of their home in Chuluota. A visitor there is surprised
to learn it contains some 40,000 out-of-print books, maps, and
memorabilia concerned primarily with Florida history and its discovery. In that field alone, Mickler House, Publisher has produced
nineteen books while Mickler’s Antiquarian Books deals with outof-print books. Through these efforts he hoped to foster an interest
in Florida history for both young and old. To further that goal he
awarded prizes to the Orange County winners in the state history
contests sponsored by the Society for elementary and secondary
schools. He also served on the board of directors of the Florida Historical Society from 1978 to 1981, and his was a most familiar face
at the Society’s annual meetings. Although he suffered a stroke
which left him blind the last two years of his life, his interest in Florida history never waned. Although he will be missed, his is a living
legacy, for his work is being carried on by his wife Georgine.
University of Central Florida
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Dr. Carolyn A. Washbon, a native Floridian, born in Jacksonville and raised in Miami, died in her family home in Rockledge on
February 8, 1997. She earned a BA in history from George Washington University, and an MA and Ph.D. in education from the University of Maryland. Dr. Washbon was a member of the Florida
Historical Society as well as Charter Member and Founder of the
Florida Historical Society Library soon to be located in Cocoa. She
was the author of “The 1870s: Settlers of the Indian River County,”
in Florida Decades: A Sesquicentennial History, 1845-1995, published
by the St. Leo College Press for the Florida Historical Society, and
a co-author of a forthcoming biography of Judge Platt, a West Melbourne cattleman. An active advocate for the preservation of
Brevard County probate records, she was instrumental in the current initiative to scan and thus preserve electronically the county
clerk records. Dr. Washbon devoted much of her life to preservation organizations and will be sorely missed by the Florida historical community.
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